THE ANGLO-SAXONS

WHO WERE THE ANGLO-SAXONS AND HOW

HAVE THEY SHAPED OUR WAY OF LIFE
TODAY?

Overview Wessex was an Anglo-Saxon kingdom in the Key fact:
After the Roman:s left Britain, it became more vulnerable to invasion. The Anglo-Saxons were made up of Where? Wessex no longer
w south of the country. A number of famous South of sted follow
people who rowed to Britain across the North Sea from an area that is now northern Germany, Denmark S Wessex kings have become prominent figures Ezl:;lan(::l e’;'(sineg Hzr‘;‘l*é',’s‘g
and the Netherlands. These people were from three tribes: the Angles, the Saxons, and the Jutes. As both the in history, including Alfred the Great. defeat in 1066
Angles and the Saxons were the biggest tribes, we call this period the Anglo-Saxon times. The Anglo Saxons King Alfred the Great defeated the Vikings in Key Fact:
settled in Britain and split it into different Ringdoms. We will be particu!arly focusing on the hingdom of 878 AD, and had them sign a treaty, which Where? The Vikings did nof
Wessex as this is where the town of Lewes was located. Another focus will be key Anglo-Saxon figures, Danelaw governed that the Vikings stick to their own North and East | give up on ruling
important Anglo-Saxon battles as well as understanding what it was like to live in Anglo-Saxon Britain. This land in north and east England — this section of England all of England, and
learning will then be used to make a Year 5 documentary about the Anglo-Saxons. land became known as the Danelaw. eventually did!
At the Battle of Edington, an Anglo-Saxon Key Fact:
Battle of army led by King Alfred the Great defeated When? Afterwards, Guthru
Kev o"e‘ti‘n‘ ) X e was baptized and
Primary Source | Primary sources are the raw materials of history — original Edington the Great Heathen Army, a collection of Viking May 878 AD made to accept
documents and objects that were created at the time. e Who were the Anglo-Saxons warriors led by Guthrum. Alfred as his leader.
Examples include diaries, journals, s'peeches, ir?terviews, and where did they originate This battle took place in the village of When? Ke’y Fact:
Ie}te)rs, memos, photographs and videos. Obviously, cameras from? Battle of Stamford Bridge, in the east riding of Yorkshire. Wizi{;’zgg:ge:e q qugf’it‘ezrm:;“’
dicln t exist when the Anglo-_quqn s were around, meaning e  Why did the Saxons invade Stamford Bridge King Harold of England defeated a Viking the end of the weeks later at the
thg primary sources from this per'lod of time are mostly Britain? army led by Harald Hardrada Viking era Battle of Hastings.
objects dug up by archaeologists! i i e Who was Alfred the Great? 3 weeks after the Battle of Stamford Bridge, Who? Key Fact:
Secondary Source | A secondary source is a document or recording that discusses Battle of King Harold was killed by the Normans at the William became The common belief tha
. . . . . q b
@ primary source. Exqmple? include textbooks, c!lctlo_nques, * What- took place at the Battle Hastings Battle of Hastings. William of Normandy, who | known as ‘William ”";?lf,’;” f::ﬂ!ﬁef,un
newspaper and journal articles that analyse a historical event of Edington? became the first Norman King. the Conqueror. unproven,
f:md comment on it. A documentary about the Anglo-Saxons e Who are archaeologists? The British forests had all that the Anglo- How? Key Fact:
is another example of a secondary source. e  What artefacts were found in Houses Saxons needed to build their houses. They were Alwhole was plclcled in Th; ?:193;!2 ;1:::::"
__ i Alfriston? small wooden huts with straw roofs, and one | . oed from cooming | reserved for the chief of
wattle and dGUb anif:f::::g::g'?ngt::]o\cf:" :Arigt‘t(:l(zl;gferresf:?s?:?ns:sljr ° What was everydqy life like in room in which the whole fqmily lived. fire ‘t; Icl-':sc::pe. the village.
_ I Most Anglo-Saxons were pagans, believing in 0? .
manure which was smeared over the wattle structure for fill Anglo-Saxon Britain? lots of different gods, until the Pope in Rome Augustine h Khey: ("I:t.t i
in all of the gaps. O R I s I it SOl sent over Augustine (';S a missionary, in 597AD became the first timu:ecwtrel::or;a";s
Cynin The Anglo-Saxon word for king — pronounced koo-ning. differences between Anglo- - ) archbishop of made of wood.
yning - SRR Slowly, the country became Christian. Canterbury
axon Britain and modern -
_ St Anglo-Saxons enjoyed huge feasts. They ate How? Key Fact:
Burhs cB;urh; vluere fzrtlfledftoufuns thla tt wefrle C':qtfcg. bs;;:\ Iftred the o BT Food bread, meats such as pork and lamb, ;:23"‘::1‘;2‘:’; Extra animal fat
tcilq - [n exc da;ge do; ree f ots oThqulo U:" n el owns, *  Who was Harold Godwinson? vegetables such as carrots and parsnips, and | oke bread and | WO used to fuel oi
settlers provided a defense torce. The burhs were also e  What were the events that drank milk and beer! porridge. lamps.
encouraged to become centres of commerce and local - How?
government. took place at the Battle of Men wore long-sleeved tunics made of wool or Angloo‘;;xons Key Fact:
idge? . . -
Push and Pull | The factors that drive migration; push factors push people to Stamford Bridge? linen, q:];}j these wercledoften decorq;eddwnth ¢ | made their Bﬁ'ts were l“‘e"";°
Factors leave a place and pull factors attract people to a new place. e What were the events that Clothes patterns. omen wou fw ecni_gn under rl'less o clothes from sr?qI;?I t:::‘: c::‘s
Examples of push factors could be war, lack of resources and took place at the Battle of Imen,‘ qn(: an ;)I;Jter pina ore-dl efc:resshca eda natural trom P
lack of work, poor climate. Examples of pull factors could Hastings? peplos.” Shoes were made of leather. resources. :
incl litical ility, i i nities, ) . . - - i
include po ltlc.q Stal?' ity, a better climate, job opportunities * Howdid these e.verlts affect Alfriston is a small village in East Sussex that was When? K:vd“;:t
a better quality of life. Anglo-Saxon Britain? . ) inds by
. founded by the Saxons where in 1912, a major Late 4t to archaeologists include
runes Letters of the alphabet used by Anglo-Saxons (the futhorc Alfriston . . . th
lohabet). C ised of straight li th ier t Saxon burial ground containing 150 burials was early 5 glassware, beads,
20':\,: et). Comprised of straight lines as these were easier to discovered. Century. rings‘,” th;;?: and
Bretwalda ‘Over King’ or king of several kingdoms. Over the course of
Anglo-Saxon domination, several powerful kings claimed this Important Anglo-Saxon rulers
title, declaring that they were the most powerful king. Alfred the Great (349-899 AD) Harold Godwinson (1022AD-1066AD)
Hluews The Anglo-Saxon word for hills or slopes. It is believed that the Alfred the Great was an Anglo-Saxon king of
town name of Lewes came from this word. Wessex, who was famous for his victories against | Harold Godwinson, often called Harold II, was the last
iki il i d Anglo-S Ki f England. He had a short
el An Old English epic poem about a legendary warrior, the Vlh.lngs. Alfred, a great military mind, made :;?;nleastmr;gf:o n::)éc;: | 0::3 ;:r 1296 :: - ﬁ:s ;L n?oix so -
B If. f Geatland (now Sweden) who travelled to strategical changes to ensure that Wessex stood Yy
eowulr, from Geatland (n v . - death at hands of the Normans in the Battle of Hastings (on 14th
strong, where other kingdom:s fell to the Vikings. He
Denmark to slay a monster. tuall tablished Danelaw to keep Vikings in the east October of the same year). Only weeks before, he had successfully
f-lven ua Iy e:ja Ils _e an d W | . P hng n lated * repelled an attack from the Danish leader Harold Hardrada at
e was also (_aep v mtereste in learning — he translate Stamford Bridge.
texts from Latin to English, and began to develop law across
the land.
Anglo-Saxon Timeline
410 AD - The 477-495 AD — The  501-600 AD- The town of 597 AD — St. Augustine 871 AD — The reign May 878 AD- Alfred the 899 AD — The January 6t 1066- Harold 25" September 1066~ King 14th October 1066 — At the

Romans leave
Britain unguarded.

Kingdom of
Wessex is formed.  been founded in this period

by the Anglo-Saxons.

Lewes was believed to have  arrives in Britain and

Battle of Edington.

of Alfred the Great  Great’s army defeats
introduces people to begins.
Christianity.

reign of Alfred Godwinson (Harold II) Harold defeated the Viking Battle of Hastings, the
Viking Warriors at the  the Great ends.  becomes King of England. Army at the Battle of Stamford Normans defeat the Anglo-
Bridge. Saxons.




